
                                                            November 2016 Pastoral Council Summary  

 

Finance and Administration Commission: Interviews with Director of Religious Education candidates 

continue. Several persons have applied but the Commission hasn’t found the right fit yet. A dynamic 

personality with great communication and organizational skills are essential for the hire.  

Education and Faith Formation Commission: There are now 15 Adult Faith groups meeting weekly. 

Adult Faith childcare is steadily growing and helping families participate in church activities. The parish 

subscription to FORMED.org is being renewed. There are 247 parish youth enrolled in the Youth Faith 

Formation program. The new Youth Ministry is developing plans and officially launches in January. 

Enrollment at St. Joseph School is at 446 (K-12) and 78 in the Pre-School.  .  

Social Justice/Community Outreach Commission: The leaders of both divisions of this commission are 

stepping down. New leaders and more volunteers are needed. The Beacon of Hope Committee reports that 

the “Grieving with Great Hope” six-session workshop concludes December 3
rd

. The Pro-Life Committee 

paid for two Mass novenas for the closing of the Little Rock abortion clinic and two AR Planned 

Parenthood locations. The Catholics Returning Home, Social/Legislative Issues, and Visiting Ministries 

Committees are all in need of assistance and direction. The Missions Committee gave $2,000 each to 

Bethlehem House and Soul Food Café. It’s also a $1,000 sponsor of Project Homeless Connect which will 

be held in the Parish Hall on January 24. Requests for volunteer missionaries, especially medical personnel, 

will soon be going out for the Honduras Mission this summer. The dates for the Men of Faith Appalachia 

Mission Trip are June 6-10. 

Liturgy and Worship Commission: With the ending of the Year of Mercy, the Holy Doors are being taken 

down and stored for future use in Jubilee Years. The Adoration Chapel hours are being adjusted for the 

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays to allow adorers to spend time with their families.   

Parish Life Commission: Menus and benefactors for the Lenten Suppers will be shared after the start of the 

new year. Deacon William Burmester’s ordination takes place May 26-27. The Commission is planning 

either a light meal or reception following the Mass he’ll say here that weekend.   

Stewardship Commission: Mike Massey and Jerry Hiegel were applauded for creating the testimonial 

video shown during  October’s  Stewardship Month. Balloting is underway for children to choose where 

their yearly Mass contributions will go.  

Hispanic Commission: The novena for Our Lady of Guadalupe will be held in the Adoration Chapel on 

December 3 at 7:00 p.m. The celebration includes Mass on December 11 and a gathering afterwards in the 

Parish Hall. The Commission expressed the need for a bilingual person to assist with Religious Education. 

This year’s Posadas will be take place in parishioner’s homes. Brenda Navarro is the new coordinator for 

Hispanic lectors.  

Old Business: The Vatican has approved the new building project. The capital campaign is $100,000 short 

of the $6,000,000 goal sought to move forward. A push will be made to acquire that amount as well as 

contacting those who either haven’t committed   to the campaign or fulfilled their pledges. It’s anticipated 

that the Parish Administration Office staff will begin making the move to temporary quarters at Century 21 

Real Estate on December 1. Some office equipment and furniture will be stored at a building Covington 

Properties is making available. Even when emptied, the PAO will remain accessible until it’s no longer safe 

for occupancy.  

New Business: The terms of three members of the Pastoral Council are expiring at the end of the year. 

Elections are normally conducted the second week of February. How many of these seats will actually open 

for aspiring candidates will be determined when the current members decide to stay on or not. .   

  


